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Petroleum Academy- Frequently Asked Questions 

When can my student apply for the MISD Petroleum Academy?  Current 9th graders (fall 2014) can 

apply now through the counseling center.  8th graders will apply during the window between November 

17 and January 28.  Eighth grade registration will take place in February for 2015-2016. 

How does my student apply?  Students and parents should see their campus counselor for applications. 

How are students selected to participate in the Petroleum Academy?  We are excited to see the 

interest by students in being a part of the Petroleum Academy.  The initial courses held in spring of 2015 

are targeted to serve between 48 and 60 students (each at LFHS and MFHS) and we expect to serve all 

those that apply for the 2015 spring pilot.  Current 8th grade (class of 2018 and beyond) students will go 

through a selection process intended to identify between 100 and 120 students at both LHS and MHS 

feeder systems.  Selection will be based on interviews, grades and attendance.  If student interest and 

success drives the need to increase enrollment in the Petroleum Academy, MISD will review and work to 

accommodate that need. 

Can a student attend Early College High School at Midland College and attend a Petroleum Academy?  

No.  Students that attend ECHS are on a fast track to an Associate Degree and course choices are not 

aligned. 

Is the MISD Petroleum Academy the only one of its kind? There are fine examples in the state of STEM 

and Energy Academies. These schools exist in Houston and the Fort Worth/Dallas area.  MISD is 

currently unique in offering an Academy for both engineering/college bound and students wanting to go 

directly into a career after high school here in the Permian Basin and West Texas.     

Does attending the Petroleum Academy give students a better chance at getting into a 4 year 

university?  Acceptance into universities and programs, especially engineering programs, is competitive 

and based on many factors.  These factors include specific core courses taken, the rigor of those courses, 

student GPA, SAT/ACT scores, extracurricular activities, and student involvement. Students planning on 

attending a university should seek guidance from the school counselor and make plans early to meet 

those competitive demands.  Students attending the Petroleum Academy will have access to rigorous 

courses that can prepare students for these demands. Students and parents need to be aware of any 

admission requirements for the university or college they plan to attend. As always, students and 

parents should seek counsel early from both the school counselor and the admissions office of 

prospective universities and programs.  To be eligible for the top 10% provision for Texas automatic 

admission provision, students must earn the Distinguished Level of Achievement.  Students enrolled in 

the Petroleum Academy are eligible to earn the Distinguished Level of Achievement. 

 

 



Can MISD Petroleum Academy students still qualify for the Midland College Legacy Scholarship?  Yes, 

students must complete the same requirements but Midland College is a continued option.  In fact, 

many dual credit courses can be taken while in the Petroleum Academy including many options in 

industry relate courses. 

Can I do two things like band and athletics? Cheerleading and choir? Can I be in the Petroleum 

Academy and still be in band/orchestra/choir? There are numerous options that may allow for 

combinations of courses across endorsements. In most cases, participation in extracurricular activities is 

possible and recommended. 

Boom or Bust!  What will the impact be on the MISD Petroleum Academy if the price of oil drops 

significantly?  The MISD Petroleum Academy will work closely with Industry Partners such as Chevron, 

Apache, Concho, Henry and Warren Cat.  This partnership is designed to increase college and career 

readiness while preparing students for local and state workforce needs. These partners, and more like 

them, are invested in the Midland Community and have a history of success and community investment 

during both boom and bust.  The need for these types of programs will continue to exist and funding is 

not tied directly to Industry Partners 

Additional House Bill 5 Questions 

What is House Bill 5? House Bill 5 (HB 5) was signed into law by Governor Perry on June 10, 2013. HB 5 

dramatically revises the number of high school student assessments required for graduation as well as 

overall graduation plans in Texas. In the long-term, these revisions will impact the state accountability 

system for schools, charters and districts.  

When will these changes take place? The changes to testing are now in effect. The new high school 

graduation requirements started in the 2014-15 school year (freshmen entering 9th grade 2014-2015).  

Does graduating with the Foundation Plan qualify my student for 4-year educational institutions? Yes. 

All students graduating with the Foundation Plan will be eligible to apply to all in-state, out-of-state, 

public and private four year colleges and universities. Parents and students are responsible for 

determining whether they have necessary requirements for post-secondary institutions.  Students who 

complete the Distinguished Level of Achievement on the Foundation Plan are eligible for admissions to 

in-state public universities under the Top 10% automatic admissions provision.  

What about the Top 10% rule? Students who complete the Distinguished Level of Achievement on the 

Foundation Plan are eligible for admissions to in-state public universities under the Top 10% automatic 

admissions provision. Algebra II is required to be eligible for the Top 10% rule. 

 

 

 



ENDORSEMENTS 

How does my student choose an Endorsement? Comprehensive documents are available to all parents 

and students regarding the Foundation High School Program (FHSP) diploma in school counseling 

centers.  

When will students choose an endorsement? Students will select an endorsement during the 9th grade 

registration process. That selection will be confirmed with the counselor during the registration process. 

Students are allowed to change their endorsement throughout their high school career within certain 

windows by completing appropriate paper work.  

Can my student change their endorsement? Yes. Students will be allowed to change their endorsement 

throughout their high school career within certain windows. Some of the endorsements have different 

core course requirements in the math, science, English and social studies area.  

Which endorsement will colleges prefer?  The FHSP diploma is still very new. Colleges will still look at 

specific core courses taken, the rigor of those courses, student GPA, SAT/ACT scores, extracurricular 

activities, and student involvement to evaluate the student on an individual basis. Students and parents 

need to be aware of any admission requirements for the university or college they plan to attend.  

Are students only allowed to graduate with one endorsement? No. Students may earn multiple 

endorsements.   

What if I am not sure which endorsement I want? The Guidance and Counseling Department will help 

guide parents and students in the four year planning process and in selecting an endorsement.  

Will my endorsement limit me from enrolling in certain colleges? The FHSP diploma is still very new. 

Colleges are still likely to look at specific core courses taken, the rigor of those courses, student GPA, 

SAT/ACT scores, extracurricular activities, and student involvement to evaluate the student on an 

individual basis. Students and parents need to be aware of any admission requirements for the 

university or college they plan to attend.  

What happens if the student changes their mind when they are a Junior or Senior? Students are 

allowed to change their endorsement throughout their high school career but should select core courses 

that do not limit their options.   

What if I/my student am/are undecided and do not want to specify an endorsement? TEA requires 

that all 8th graders select an endorsement upon entering 9th grade. For MISD students, this will occur 

initially during the 9th grade registration process. However, students are allowed to change their 

endorsement throughout their high school career within certain windows. 

 

 

 



DISTINGUISHED LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT 

What is the Distinguished Level of Achievement? Under HB 5, students can obtain a Distinguished Level 

of Achievement that can be attained in any of the above-mentioned endorsement programs by 

completing an additional science and math credit (which must include Algebra II).  Students who 

complete the Distinguished Level of Achievement are eligible for admissions to in-state public 

universities under the Top 10% automatic admissions provision.  To earn a Distinguished Level of 

Achievement, a student must have 4 credits in math (including Algebra II), 4 credits in science, all 

remaining curriculum requirements and at least one endorsement. To be eligible for the top 10% 

provision for Texas automatic admission provision, students must earn the Distinguished Level of 

Achievement. 


